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Introduction to the second edition of

Trial Communication Strategies

Professor John Gibbons, University of New South Wales
( The Fourth Chairman of the International

Association of Forensic Linguistics)

This book helps to fill two substantial gaps in our knowledge: first
concerning the relationship between non Common Law legal systems
and language; second, how languages other than English are used in
the courtroom. '

Looking at the first, China’s legal system blends a variety of legal
traditions; Roman Law, particularly the version transmitted through
Germany to Japan; traditional law, notably the legal system developed
in China over millennia; the communist legal tradition; and more
recently (notably in contract law) Common Law. The blending and
reshaping of these traditions to fit local needs has produced a unique
system that is of interest to legal scholars everywhere. This book
reveals how this unique legal system is manifested in the language
behaviour of the courtroom. For example, it shows how the dual roles
of the judge, both procedural manager and investigator, are manifested
in different forms of language behaviour; and it reveals how the
constrained role of the lawyers representing the parties comes out
mainly in the form of legal debate.

The second contribution comes in the form of the legal language

used. There is a fairly extensive description of the linguistic nature of



English courtroom questions and answers. There is considerably less
description of courtroom questioning in languages other than English.
This book takes an in-depth look at such questioning in Chinese, based
on authentic courtroom data.

. |

The book also examines a range of other forensic linguistic issues
such as legalese and plain language, all of which makes it essential
reading for all those engaged in the rapidly expanding field of Forensic
Linguistics in China. It is my pleasure and honour to recommend it.
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