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[n response to a regnest from the Tmperial Japanese Government foran expres-

sion of views ag to the sifuation in China and the measures to be taken under the cir-
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 cums tances, my Grovernmeng has replied in the following general sense:

That if shares the apprehension of the Japanese Government regarding the se-
riousness of the present situation and for that reason the language of the identic
note recently presented to the Commissioners at Shanghar Commended itself to the
American Government in that while emphasizing the necessity of an early understan-
ding to end the present couflict, it still adheres to the attitude of strict neutrality
thusfar adopted by éhe common consent of the Powers

This joint action may be regarded as a first step and the Government of the
United States would therefore be inclined to await the outcomeof the present effort.
reserving for further consideration by the concert of the Powers baving important
\nterests in China what further measures may be conducivae to stable and responsible
(overnment in China

In case the 1mperial German Government hds received similar communigation
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from the Japanese Goverument, this T mbassy would be very pleased to be informed
as to the nature of the reply in order that it may so inform its Gevernment,
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