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, Abstract

Chinese surnames originate from the primitive tribal society. The
formation of surnames became complicated, as it reflected the differ-
entiation, migratibn, integration of the tribes, and existence of the
state form. With the growth of population, surnames in the Chinese
language became more and more plentiful. With the establishment and
development of the patriarchal system based on blood lines which e-
volved from the clan organizations, and with the emphasis on seniority
vs. lower ranks, respectfulness vs. humbleness, and other human re-
principles of the feudal society, names with two Chi-
nese characters evolved into names with three Chinese characters.
Seniority in a family as reflected in names stemmed from the Han Dy-
nasty. Blended in the Chinese names were such deep cultural conno-
tations as political ideals, life expectations, and esteem for each indi-
vidual clan. Each name served as a cultural carrier, and, for its bear-
er, reflected the specific features of the historical period in which he
lived. As symbols of life, numerous names joined iogether to form a
vivid history of family life.
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Abstract

As a kind of social organization, families in ancient China had
prominent sociality. To show its dignity and superiority in social inter-
course,, each family directed attention to its title, thus sought advanta-
geous position in the rank society.

As a symbol of the family, an indication of its old rank, and an
expression of its pride, the title was enfaced in the genealogies and in-
scribed on the family temple signboard. A Chinese family in ancient
time used particular title according to its peculiarity, which brought
about a colorful cultural phenomenon.

The author makes a study on the family titles in ancient China
and gets 5 rules as below, on the basis of more than ten thousand ge-
nealogies collected in Shanghai Library:

I . By the name of the place then living;

II. By the name of the place ancestors living;

. By the name of ancestors;

V. Conceming ancestors' good deeds;

V. By the name of the family temple.

Why did a family pay such attention to its title? That is to distin-
guish the family headstream and preserve its superiority. A family
changed its title many times — this is a prominent phenomenon - from
the locating of the first ancestor to its growing up and being mighty. It
constantly searched a title that could reflect its reputation best, and

display its superiority in the most degree.



docsriver3Z)I|
NI =F e

AX)IMREEE R RENEZBFH




o B K K A 4 VIR 19

A study on the family titles is an important footing to comprehend
the Chinese family system. Obviously deep cultural spirits were hid-
den in the family titles:

I . Worshipping ancestors and being in search of the early fami-
ly history, ancient Chinese clung earnestly to the living attaches,
thereby established the members' pride and superiority, and developed
the achievements of ancestors;

. The ideas of Confucian and Taoism penetrated through the

world of people's common life in ancient China.
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