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Maps in Local Gazetteers of the Ming Dynasty
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Tao-chang CHIANG Ting-siang LIU

Abstract

A total of 1,387 maps contained in 275 local gazetteers are examined. These 275
gazetteers are sampled out of 650 titles from the Ming dynasty available in Taiwan
libraries. Several characteristic features can be generalized. More than ten different
types of maps are recognized. All features on these maps are depicted by a dozen
different cartographic symbols, including various dot, line and areal symbols. Nearly
nine out of every ten maps are of a rectangular layout in order to fit with the book
format of the gazetteers. A distinctive characteristic of the lettering is that most
place names are enclosed in rectangular boxes, a graphic feature which originated
during the Tang dynasty and that was popularized in the Song dynasty. These maps
are not based on precisé scientific survey, but rather are drawn by freehand. They
are not constructed according to the six cartographic principles outlined by Pei Xiu,
nor do they have the rectangular grids. Therefore, they represent a retrogression
from the high quality of the Qin and Han maps discovered by Chinese archaeologists
in 1986 and 1973 respectively. Nevertheless, they do provide a rich source of materi-
als for historical geographers in the studies of historical reconstruction and geographi-

cal changes.
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&1 FHHRTFHREALTSHEE

EFHA BWEFS BAFE BARFMEEE
(A B (B/A)X 100
g % ®E % %
1368-1464 17 2.6 9 3.3 . 52.9
1465-1505 43 6.6 21 7.6 48.8
1506-1561 250 38.5 95 34.5 38.0
1562-1620 263 40.5 124 45.1 47.1
" 1621-1644 54 8.3 21 7.6 38.9
7 £ 23 3.5 5 1.8 21.7
4 = 650 100 275 100 4.3
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%2 BEHEEBASENHEN h
7 B BEAE BALE ARSI

(A) (B) (B/A)X 100

it % ®E % %
HES 148 22.8 88 32.0 59.5
wr L 66 10.2 24 8.7 36.4
JbEE: 61 9.4 40 14.5 65.6
b 53 8.2 22 8.0 41.5
g B 52 8.0 19 6.9 36.5
W OB 47 7.2 15 5.5 31.9
[ i 45 6.9 15 .5.5 33.3
L B 43 6.6 16 5.8 37.2
IO 3 5.5 13 4.7 36.1
7 32 4.9 11 4.0 34.4
E = 31 4.8 6 2.2 19.4
i 9 1.4 2 0.7 22.2
B 7 8 1.2 - - -
H fio 19 2.9 4 1.5 21.1
b 650 100.0 275 100.0 42.3
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H—AETRNEELERN—EN 5% 1S wETUEEABREK/)
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it E wE#H Bok

0.13 - 0.25 5 0.4
0.26 - 0.50 13 0.9
0.51 - 0.75 875 63.1
0.76 - 1.00 341 24.6
1.01 - 1.25 - -
1.26 - 1.50 67 4.8
1.51 - 1.67 86 6.2

& = 1,387 100.0
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3 BUEREH (KFEHE) ¥t (EFAERE) ~ Wl (ENEE) -
BEE (BEELEE) o
4 REHBEIR S (FEESRBESE) > BLH (T-BRE) (LE:
Mo B HE AR A > 19824F HiRR ) 0 H 44-89 ©
$£5 : See Arthur H. Robinson et al, Elements of Cartography (New York: John
Wiley & Sons, 1984), pp. 148-149.
6 . REIEE - "HRBAER (%) FRmE R, » H49-50 ; BRIER# -
(HFBEMEZRE) » H36 -
H7 RREE > (EESBEFHE) > TEENE (ATT1344F ) EEETIRIE
EHFAF (QATCI5204F ) EfAR o X REMKE » TOAMABEESR, -
COBYY » 58280 (19874 HIFR ) » E139-141 o
iE8 1 R (EBIREE) (1583FFA) - £15> TRENFHE. -
H9: R ARBEHELFE) (1685FHAK) » BYE » "HLXFHEELE, -
10 SHEHEERPIXFERMESRN » 2HBKFEES - BEFS) - EITFS
MEHFIINE  REEEERE > (MER) (X 8FHEFHIR
#t o 1987FHIfR ) » H90 o
AN AR FRENEE  EREARNBEESERIEREN (A5

B) > SERER (AT5007-9604F ) BEFRIBEL ( 618-9074 ) H{EAVE
ML > EHE A ASAA AL  BISRA (960-1279%F ) HEAAT o R
BoNEE . CPEERMES  BE—7%) (L5 XWHERE -
1990 ik ) B 41 (A LERREA) > B72 GhEESGE) - R
B E S - '
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SERR

Tk THEsE, c (BEEATI) > E2BE2H (19B4EHER) - He-
12 o

IERTE DB ERE (TEERAERELARAFSER) (S B2F
FEER RIS L 0 1985 F HIAR ) o '

R OB (FEBWRHRE) (S SEEEEEE > 19904 HEK)

MEW > TEE (BRER) FOBERE. > BEGNSE > (FESREE
£ BE—TT) (L5 VIR > 1990E HER ) > H69-80 o

BEIER > (PEMBEZSE) (FE: WHHMEE > 979E M) -

ERE > (HTHRENEENZE, 0 (MYRSHE) - ME55H (191475
HER ) > HE342-346 o

=L o TURZIEE SR, o (TR %32% (1987 HiRR ) » E 134-44 o

BIER . (RESSHENFRE —LUBEASSHESH) » PEXLASRHE
I FTHh B RHRE 53R 5C » 19944 o

PIRE > TBEREAES (H5) FESETE. » (XW) - 344 (19854
HiRR ) » EH48-52 o

ZIEE - BB EITEVERBRBAER (B5) FRBE. - () >
#E344H (1985 FE HER ) » EH41-47 o ‘

BEBR > (FEHES2E) (I EEHER - 1984 £HIER)

Wan-ru Cao, "Characteristics in the development of the maps in China’s Ming
dynasty,” unpublished paper, 16 pages.

Sen-dou Chang, "Manuscript maps in late imperial China," The Canadian Cartogra-
pher, Vol. 11, No. 1 (1974), pp. 1-14. ,

Joseph Needham and Ling Wang, "Quantitative cartography in East and West," in
their Science and Civilisation in China, Voluine 3, Mathematics and the Sciences
of the Heavens and the Earth (Cambridge, England: The University Press, 1959),
pp.525-90. F X BYSE RAKEI/KEE - HER TEFEBEFNERNES, - &
EWBE BT KTE (hEZRSHEE) 54K (& SEES
ENELE > 1975 EHET) o CEERE—hXHE  BEES )
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MR : AT EBNSE

(A AHEFR (FERBESEHMEAB S EHE) FEATEIEEE - —6
S » HIRER o

BEH 01-198 FEIFRIHSE
01-013 FELEHSEZE 01-209 EBEEEHINEE
01-029 BEEITERT ‘ 01-212 BEEREWRS
01-031 HEE LTHE 01-216 HEBIESIEE
01-038 EEEERITITE 01-228 BEEBES
01-041 IEESHERS 01-236 FEIEFIEIMT
01-051 BB EAKME 01-237 EEITERHRE
01-060 StLHRE 01-246 FEIFEBIME
01-063 FEHEASEHSE 01-247 BEBEMNE
01-064 BEAEES : 01-252 BEMRRE
01-068 REBER IR 01-256 EEREHR
01-076 BLIAERBGS 01-259 EIFFE MRS
01-090 [EfEEZ=HRTE 01-265 IEEHEZITE
01-096 HEE LiEHE 01-267 REEHELITE&
L 01-112 BEFEERSE 01-284 HEBEEMITE
01-117 lE?*éLU’r%ﬁ 01-289 EEHINNE
01-127 SHEARMNE 01-306 MEERERSE
01-145 Ebm%%ELu 01-310 FEIFE/LHRE
01-146 BEEFEZPEKRE 01-311 BEEELHRE
01-152 FEIFBFIREE 01-314 LERFINE -
01-163 FLEEFIITE : 01-332 IEMEEIKES
01-169 HERMES 01-333 GAVAEEHRINE
01-181 FEFEHARE 01-342 [EBEYHRT

01-196 BLIABITE 01-351 FEIFEEMINE
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03-010
03-013
03-018
03-030
03-032
03-034
03-035
03-037
03-042
03-044
03-051
03-055
03-061
03-064
03-065
03-066
03-081
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03-109
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03-124
03-125
03-130
03-131

EEENES
BESERS
FLIA TR ER
BB FBAET
P B H T
EEESINE
IERRAIN S
EEMMNE

i
IEEMINTE
BB NS
B iRERS

03-132
03-135
03-137
03-141
03-147
03-149
03-155
03-159
03-166
03-169
03-171

;g

02-001
02-022

02-037

02-045
02-063
02-064
02-128
02-150
02-172
02-180
02-206
02-212
02-221
02-236
02-237

N
HREAEMNE

%
%MH

oI o d w1
o O & & of
R > R omh m
i%‘%‘zé“’*
| | oot ¢
ch i

ot
ik
i 3
%
e

ik
it

>+ A
« 0®
& H
o W
v
Wt
”
ctt

REELEE
AL S
RIS EREE
EREEEFR

RALHT E RS
BLYA TR S
BEERRS
EIEEINEE
RE NN FE





