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THE HISTORY
O F

That Great and Renowned

MONARCHY
O F

CHINA•

Wherein all the particular Provinces are accurately
defcribed:as alfothe Difpofitions, Manners, LcarningXawes^

Milida^Government, and Religion of the People.

Together with the Traffick and Commodities
of that Countrcy.

Lately written in Italian by F. A l v a r e z S e m e d o, a Portuihefs,

after he had rcfidcd twenty two yearcs at the Court,
and other Famous Qcics of that Kingdom.

Now put into Engli/h by a Pcrfon of quality , and illuftrated

with feveral M a p p s and Figure s , to fatisfic the curious,

and advance the Trade oi Great B RITTA IN,

To which is added the Hiftory of the late Invafion,

and Conqucft of that flouriffliing Kingdom
by th€ Tartars.

Withancxa6l Account of the other affairs oiCHi NA,
till thefe prcfcnt Times.

LONDON^
Primed by E.Tyler for lohn Crook ^ and nre to be fold at his Shop at the

Sign ofthe Ship in S. Tauls Church-yard, i ^ 5 5.
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The Epiftle to the Reader. i

Courteous Reader,

Trejenttheemth that long ex>

fpeBed, mojl exaU Hijiorj of

the LaynesJ^oyernmentyMari-^

nerSydndprefentJlate and coti^

dition ofthat great Monarchy

ofCfhinsi'Jn its circmt little lefi

then all Europe-^ Heretofore Qas

jealousofits raretreajures)jhut

and lockedupfrom the curious eyes ofjtrangers:Jo that

this bool{e(JirJl^yeilds to thee a full di/cojery thereof

(^(Idare fay)themoJl valuable, that this our vporld hath

Been acquainted wth^ftnce that of America; vphereby

novpthefurthejl Safl^ asvpell as fFeJi, is difclofed^and

laidopen to the prefent age. For^ asfor fome former re^

tationSy thou mayfthayefeen thereof thou ypilt by this

difc^hethemto be as fabuloi^^ ^ they are comp^^

dious andimperfeB

.

It^asupritten by oney'who, afterfr/l, aJiriBeduca^

tionin allforts oflearning, for tvpoand tvpentyyeares

Jpace lived in thatKJngdome^xvas re/ident at the (^ourt,

andinthe greatejt Cities thereof andin all that time

Jo (^



TO the Reader.

(^asdefigningfucha mr/^e) 'was a diligent Ohfervator

and (JoUeBor of all their manners and cujloms
j as

li/^mfe (after much paines taken in the Language)

agreatftudent oftheir HiJlorieSyandWritings. IVhofe

laborious mrke^ after it had already bin fkthedin

many other Languagesy bejtdesthe Authors^ andweP

comly entertained in mojl ftates of Europe, it ivas

thoughtfit no longer to be concealedto a T^ation^either

for curiofity ofknon^ledge.or induflry offorraigne com^

merce, nowayyeildingto her neighbours.

The 'variety of thefubjeBs handled^therein isfo

greatQascomprehmding the T(^ho[efabric^flhatnjti^

qmtheirToliticl^f)economick^,Sciences,Mechanick^y

inches, ^S\d^erchandifey(^c.]thatthofe of rphatfoelper

profefsion,may reap nofmallbenefit in reading the de^

figneSymanagementsandpraSices therein^offo ingeni"

OUS a People. Whofe manners alJo(,as theirfite) arefo

remote and different in mofl thingsfrom ours^thatll

tnayfay) in thispiece is happily united^mtb the truth^f

M^9^^> ?k^^%^^//^ ^^ance: la^here it mil be

nofmallpleajuretothee tofee their braines^as rpel[as

their bodieSyOsitwreofa Jeiperallmouldfront the^Vi^

ropeans, and their inyentions in many things^ to

ypall^aritj^odestomyandjftinthefe noway'belorp uSy

butin manyfupriq^r-^qrvphatin them appears lefi com^

peat,yet mil the k^on^ledge thereof not be ungratefull

unto theCyhecaufe tis ner^and/tngular.^Asfor many

morall yertueSy thouml
tfind them fo far to tranfcend

us thereinythat they may bepropofedas an excellentpat^

terne,Qualfothey are a fhame)to Qhriftian flates.

* LafllyitocorreU andreforme any their defeUsy and

make



To the Reader.

mal^ the nation perfeBly happy^the light of Qhrifiia^

nitji hath oflate yifiteJthispeople,i»ho/ate indar\nes:

fo that noKif (afterAmerica alfoenligbtned^ there is

mendofthe v^orld left;(i^herinto thefound ofthe (jo^

jpel is notgone forth. Thefoundation of tnhich being

(there^already laidythere isgreat hopes that it mayfoo^

nercometo afulpurity^reformation(^perfeBion^(^the

indefatigablepains&undauntedcourage ofthoje laho*^

rers ypho cultiyate it in theEaJl^proyok^ agreater dtli^

gence andemulation therein^in ourplanters in the ^ejl^

Kphere the Qo/pel fasfoilomng a con^uejl) may be ad-'

vanced both with much morefafety andauthority .

To the endofthis Treatife, I have addedthe Hijlory

oUheTartarian invafan ofQhina,much enlarged^

freedfrom diners Erratas oftheformer Edition; v^hich

giyes thee an accoun't ofthe Qhineffe affaires till the

yeare 16 '^%.(^Reader^thuimuchIthoughtgoodtoad^

yertife thee in thefront ofthis "Boo^e^ that thou mayjl

notbe fogreat an hinderance to thyjelfe, as not to heac^

quainted wthfo curious andbenefidall a difcourfe,

Farei^ell)

The
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The Preface.

Ho wriceth of things farre

remorej doth almoft alwaycs

incurrc the inconvenience of

many, and thofc no fmall dc;:

fccfls : hence it is, that we fee

many Books,whofeAuthours,

for their perfonal Qualities,

mightdefcrve more credit than

may /uftly be given to their

writings. As forthofe, who
have written ofChina,! have perufed lome ofthcm,who lea-

ving in obHvion almoft all Truths,takc the liberty to wander

in difcourfes altogether fabulous : for this Kingdome being

forcmotc^and having alwayes with much Care avoided all

Communication with Strangers, rcferving onely to them-

fclvs the knowledge of their own Af&irs,with a moft parti-

cular Caution : hence it followcs,that nothing is knownc

without the Confines thereof, but what doth, as it were,

overflow into the skirts of the Country of Qantom, (a

part ofthis Empire, whither the Portughefcs have been fiife

fered to come)fo that the moft internall and fecret knowledge

thereofhath been referved,either for the Natives ofthe Coun-

try, who know well enough how to conceale itj or for thofe,

who^ upon a better Motive, have, to difcovcr it, little leffc

then forgotten their own nature, their language, their cu-

flomes , and manner of living , and transformed thcm-

fclves into the naturall humour of that Country.

Now this laft hath by divine difpen(ation,fallen to the lott

of



The Treface,

of the Religious of the Company of Jefus-^ who although

they came late to the Culture of the Church, are^ notwith:^

ftanding, arrived to that honour to be reckoned among the

firft, that after Saint Thomas theApoftle, did cultivate thofe

remote Confines ofthe world.

It is now fifty eight years, that they have laboured under

thisfo diftant Climate, where direding all their force and
endeavours, to the converfion of Souls , they account it a

manifeftThefi,to employ any othcrwife that time which they

owe to the Service of God, and is of fo much importance

for the Etetnall Salvation of men. Hence it is, that never

any yet did> or would it have been permitted him;, if he had
dcfircd it, to employ himfelle in writing the Relation of this

Kingdome- except it were Father ISficolaus Trigal^i^ius, after

he had by permiffion with-drawn himfelffrom the culture of
Chriftianity among the Cfe^w, and palfed from thence in-

to Europe,

Vpon the fame occafion I have undertaken to give a

fariefc account thereof, fufEcient at Icaft for the inftruftion

ofthofe, who defireto be informed concerning thofe parts

:

forbearing CO make a more large diicourleat the prefcnc^ buc

refcrving it for another timc; which may be, when wee
(hall returnc to that vaft Country , with new Labourers

in fo great a number, that fomeof the greateft Author
rity and Experience among us, may find leifure and conveni-

ence to undertake a perfe(5l Relation.

In the meantime, abbreviating, as much as 'tis poflible,

this Information, without rendring that knowledge confu-

fed, which wee pretend to gratify the world with, we ftiall di-

vide the work into two parts. The firft containeth the matc-^

riallpartof the Kingdome,- that is^ the Provinces,'Land, and
Fruits

J
and in a manner, the formal part too; that is, the

people, their learning,and cuftomes. Thefecond,the Begin-

ning ofChriftianity thcrc^ the progreflTe ihercofj the perfes;

Gutions fuffcred thereinjand finally the condition^ wherein

I left it, at my departure thence. I hope this worke fliall gain

fomceftecm and crcdit,if notfor the greatneflc of the Ap:3

pearance, at Icaft for the certainty of the rcaliry of itj having

taken
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taken what I write, from the infaUiblc Teftimony of mine

eyes
J
which though they may not be ofthe cjuickeft fighted,

yet have had the advantage to reiterate very often their fpe-

culations. Andifhe which viewcth for a long time, zU

though his fight be not of the beft, doth commonly fee

more, then he who lookcth in hafte, be his eyes never fo

good ; I, who, fopthe fpacc of two and twenty years,

have had the opportunity to obfcrve all Paflages of

China^ have certainly fcenfomuchwhat Jwrite, and what

others have written, who have not fcen them iowcU^ that

J muft neceffarily ipeak of them with more Certainty then

they, although with lefle Eloquence.

THE
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THE FIRST PAR-T
Of the Temporall State of

CHINA.
C H A P« !•

Of the Kingdom in ^enerall,

JJina in its extent is one great continued

Continent, without having any thing

which devides it : and taking it from the*

latitude of, Hajnam (which is not farte

diftant from the continent, and lyeth

in nineteen degrees ) it extends it felf

twenty fowre degrees, inclining towards

the Eafl: • and ending in fourty three de-

grees, it comes to make a circuite fo much

the more fpacious, by how much the

coafts thereof run along in various and un-

equal! windings ; and fo comes to be the

cheifeft kinodome of the world in greatneOe and almoft equallto all Eu-

rope. On the weft fide thereofare many fmall lilands, but foe neere to-

gether, that they feem all to Compofe bur,as it were, one body.

All this Monarchy is divided into fifteen Provinces-, each of which

is a fpacious Kingdome, and fo they were all anciently ; each having a

King of its own. Of thofe nine, which they call the Southern Provinces,

the greateft part of them are watered with large rivers, and fome of thole,

having fo great plenty ofwater, that in many places the oppofite banks are

out of fight , one of the other -and elfewhere , that which appcareth ,
is

hardly to be diftinguiflied what it is. They are all navigable and are

frequented wirh fo a great concourfe ofdivers forts of vcffcls , that what

might be faid upon this occafion, will hardly feem credible :
I (hall oneiy
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ray,that in this, they do exceed all other rivers of the world.In an Armc

ot the river of Nanchim^\s\\\c\-\ with a moderate breadth runneth down to

Bamchen^l ftayed eight dayes for a palTage through that wonderful con-

courfeofveflels.-andvvhileftan houre-glaflTc of fandwas running outj

counted three hundred fmall Hi ps, reckoning only thofe which came up

the river.lt is a marvellous thing,there being fo many,that all are fo vvcli

accommodated for Mcrchandize,and fo convenient for paffengers-They

are all covered and kept very near, and fome ofthem fb beautified and

adorned with pidureSjthat they feem rather made for the recreation^than

the traffick of Merchants.

The manner, after which they are governd is very notable : for the

Marriners keep all without the place, where the paffengers make their a-

bode, there being fpace enough without for them to run up and down,

that trim the Sayles and guide the Bark, without any difturbance

ofthe others,who enjoy a pleafant cafe and reft .In which the Barks ofthe

pr ovince of Hancee exceed the reft.

The fix Northern provinces, as they come nearcft to our latitude, do

raoft refemblc our climate, and are more dry and healthfull than the reft.

But in all of them (more or leflfej there arc noc wanting many of a long

and happy life •, there being to be found many, and very vigorous and

luftyoldmen.

Of the fame morefarticularlj

.

This Kingdom is fo populous,that not only the Villages, but evcnihe

Cities are in fight one of anotherj.and in fome placcs,where the rivers arc

moft frequented jthe habitations are almoft continued. Ofthefe there are

foure fortS;great Cities which they call Fu: the lefTer, which they call

C^«,(concerning thefe, Writers have fomewhat differed in their Rclati-^

ons:)Townes, which they call Hierf-, and Caftles, which they call

Cid, Befides thefe, there are Villages and Hamlets almoft innumera-

ble. Of all thefe the Walls are kept n^ht and day with a four-fold

Guard at the found of a Bell, even to the innermoft City of the King-

dom,asifthey werealwayesina condition of Warre: fbewing, that to

prevent the leaft imaginable danger, which may fal out in anhoure; it

isfgoodtoftandjduringlife, upon our guard; for ordinarily all fudden

mines proceed from a long confidence. Theftreets are kept by Courts

ofGuard andSentinels,with fo much rigour^that if they find them afleep,

^ or ftragled from their Poft,or that they do not fpeedily anfwer, they are

piefendy condemned to the Baftinado^ which is immediately executed in

the fame place. The publick gates are fhut every night with great care.and

if there fall out any accident, they are not opened,til they are farisficd,

how the Fad was done. In the year one thoufand fix hundred thirty

four,! was in the City ofA'mwj/,where thirty theeves broke prifon , and

having routed the guardSjWounding fome and killing others, fet them-,

felvs at liberty.The Fa(5l was known- and the opening 'of the gates be-

ing fufperded according to their inviolable cuftome, before next night

the Malefactors were all taken^nor could thegreatneffe of the City hide

any one of them.

This
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This Kingdom is fo exceeding populous, that I having lived there two
and twenty years, v^ras in no lefTe amazement at my coming away, than [

was in the beginning , at the multitude of the people; certainly, the truth

^xceedeth all Hyperboles., not onely in the Cities, Towncs, and pub-

lick places, (infomeofwhich one cannot walk without great vrolencc

ofthiufting and crowding.) but alfo in the High-wayes, there is as

great a concourfe, as is tifually in Europe at fomc great feaftival], or pub'«

lick meeting. And ifwe will referre our fclves to the generall rcoffttt

book, wherein only the common men are enrolled and matricuhtcd^ lea-

ving out women^ children ^ eunuchs, pmfeflburs ofarmes and letters, (al-

moft an infinite number)there are reckoned ofthem to be fifty eight miili-

ons,and fifty five tlioufand, one hundred ar^d fourcfcore.

The houfes, where they inhabite, are not fo fumptuous and laflfng, as
ours : yet are they more convenient for the good contrivance, and more
pleafant for their exquifite neatnefle. They ufe much in their houfes
Charam^ an excellent vernifli, and painting ofan accurate diligcnce.They
build them not very high, efteeming them more convenient for bein^-^

Iow,as well for habiration^as for good accommodation.The ridier fort o^
people doe plant the courts and approaches to their houfes withflowrel
and fmall trees ^ and, towards the North, they ufe fruit trees. Inlik^
manner, where they have roome enough, they fet greater trees, and rai(b

artificiall mountaines -, to which end they bring from farre, great pieces of
rocks : They keep there feverall forts of fowl •, as Cranes and Swannes,
and other beautifull birds: and alfo wild beafts, as Sragges, and fallow
Dearc : They make many fifb- ponds, where are to be feen gliding up and
downe painted fifli with gilded finns, and other things likewife ofciirio-
fitie and delight.

Their way of building is in this manner. They frame firft exaaiy the
roofcof the houfe, which they fct upon pillars of wood, the which by
how much the bigger they are, are fo much the more cfteemcdrafter they
fit up the walls with brick, or fome fuch like matter.There is a Tradition,

that^anciently^tbey made their buildings according toexad: rules ofmca-
fure and proportion -, ofwhich Art there are yet fome bookes remaining

;

but thofc rules are now only obfetvcd in theKings palaccs^and in publick
workcs^ as,towresof Cities and Townes, which theymake of feverall

formes -, as round
.,
fquarc

.,
odiangular •, very beautifull, with ftaires,

fome winding, fome plaine, and Balanfters on the out-fide.

InthevcfTclsand utenfilesof their houfethey arc both very curious
and ex^enfive

.,
ufing much the abovefaid Charam, a fort of vcrniQi,

which IS taken fromcertaine trees, proper only to that, and the neigh-
bouring, Countries.- and in truth it is an excellent thing, as well for the
perfedion of the matter, (as may be kth in the workes which come from
thence) as for the cafinelTc in working it, as well in making new things, as

IQ rctrimming the old,and reducing them to their former beauty.
As for plenty • whereas this kingdome, byreafon ofits large extent,

doih participate ofdiverfe latitudes and climates, it produceth and enjoy-
cthfo great varictie of fruits, that nature feems there to have laid upon
hcapes, what (bee but fcattcrs through the reft of the world. It hath

B 2 within
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within its owne doores all that is ncceffary for mans life, together with all

fupcrfluity ofdelicacies : whence it hath, not only no need to take almes

ofother Countries^but,with what it is able to fpare, (which is both much

and very goodj it fatisfieth the defircs of the neighbouring and remote

jkingdomes, who have always a longing defirc to fee and enjoy it. Its

chiefe fuftenance is that which is moft ufed throughout the world,to wit,

wheat and ricc; fome Countries making moft ufe ofthe one, andfome

of the other. China produceth both in fo great plenty, that a Pi€oo£

each (zPic0 containcs 125 pound of our weight) is commonly worth

five Reals,(that is, about halfc a crowne ofEnglifh mony) and if it com-

meth to feaven and a halfe 'tis counted a dearth.

The Northern Provinces ufe for their proper fuftenance Whcate,Bar-

ly.andMaiz^ eating Rice but feldome, as we doe in Europe^ leaving it

fortheSouthernProvinces^ Which although they have Wheat in great

plenty _,
make ufe of it with the fame moderation, as we doe of Rice, or a-

ny other fort of fruit. They have Pulfeofdiverfekindes,thereliefe of

the pootcr fort ofpeople, and the ordinary provinder, in ftcad of Barly,

for the Beafts ofBurthen.They ufe Herbes machjthey being the food of

ihe ordinary people, almoft all the year throughout ; & the chiefe Inven-

torie of theirApothecaries ftiops,for their phyficke-,which is founded only

upon Herbes and very fafe phyfick. Yet they want both Endive and Car-

duus, but have in ftead thereofothers, which we want.

Flefh they have every where plentifully, even in fmall villages- That
which they ufe moft conftantly throughout the yeare, isHogs-flefh,

Bcefe is fold there without any bones, they taking them alwayes out,firft.

Vemfon they have not fo plentifuU.-nor doe they much afFedi it- although

they have there the fame which here afford us fo much recreation • as,

wild Boares, Stagges, fallow Deare and Hares, but no Conies. Of fowle

there is great plenty, they have all ours in great abundance; Partridges

oftwo forts, one whereof differeth not from ours, but only in their call.

The Nightingales, though they are bigger than ours, have the fame voice

and manner of finging. Other birds there are which we have not here,

and are in great efteeme, as well for their beauty to the eye, as for their

excellent tafte fo pleafe the Palat.The birds which we fee painted in their

Workes that come into Europe have,without doubt, for the moft part, the

refcmblance ofthofe there. Art alwaies favouring nature, or but little al-

tering from her. They are excellent in bringing up of tame fowle, and

have ofevery fort without number 5 Geefe they have in fo gteat quanti-

ty, that they feed up and downe the fields in huge flocks. That which
is reported of their hatching egges by art, is very certaine^ but it is only in

the fpring time, and then they havc'no need of the dam.
Wild Beafts, as Tigers and Wolves there are in abundance through-

out the kingdome, though they doe not much hurt. There are Elephants

alwaies to be feen at court, but they are brought from other Countries^
For tame creatures they have all ours, as well for burthen (without ufing

Oxen for this, as they are faine to doe throughout all India; as alfo for til-

lage oftheir iand,in which they make ufe ofOxen. In the Southern parts

the ^'(/^/f'Vundcrgoc the chiefe labour* They havcftoreof horfes, but

without
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without mettle, and little worth. Coaches were formeily much in ufe
with them, and growing out of fafliion there, we tooke them up, beincr

firft iikd^ in Italy and Spain^in the yeare 1 54^^, Since they have only ufed
Chaires and Sedans, finding them of le{Te pompc andexpence, and of
greater convenience ^ wherefore to this day in all their journics they fervc

themfelves with litters carried by Mules, or Chairc s borne by 4, 6, or 8,

men,according to the quality of the perfons. Thofe which they ufe moft
in Cities are in forme not unlike unto ourS* Thofe in which the women
are carried, are bigger, more convenient, and more beautified • and alfo

the manner of carrying them is different. In the two Cities of Pcmkin
and Nayickin , where there is a greater concourfe of all forts of people,

they have in all publick places a good quantity ofKorfcs and Mules, with
handfome furniture,and very well fitted with bridles and faddles, land-
ing ready to be hired by fuch perfons, as are defiious^ with more eafe

and kde cxpence, to travell up and downc the City upon their occa-
fions.

In the Northern provinces, they have but little fifh/fejccept it be at the
Court; which, for being fuch, wants nothingJ Thereafonis, becaufe
in thofe parts there are no: many Rivers .- yet they caufe great ftore of
fifli to be brought from the Southern Provinces, (which very much a-

bound therein, taking them on the fea coafts, in lakes, and in pooles in

great plenty) dried and accommodated in diverfe manners, fo much as is

fufficient* In the River of iV^w)^/;; there is every yeareafifhing for the

Kings ufe -, and rill that be done, there is a prohibition upon a rigorous

penalty for any other perfon to fifh : and the voyage being between five

and fourty and threefcore daies journy, yet it is brought frefli and fweet,

without faking it. Troutes are not there fo much cfteemed as with us^buc

Sturgeon every whit as much ^ which, when it is fold at the deareft, doth
not exceed five-pence the pound: By which you may perceive the cheap-

ncffe of all other things.

Among fruits- Cherries, and Mulberries have there no efteeme,'for

their taft is not very good •, they ufe the greateft part of thofe fruits we
have in Europe .- but they are not comparable to ours, neither in quantity

nor quality, except it be the Oranges oiCantone^vihich may well be called

the Salens of Oranges : and are by fome cfteemed to beg not fo much
Oranges as MufcateU Grapes . difguifed in that forme and habit. The
Southern provinces have the beft fruit ofaillndia-, particularly C4;?^^;?^/or

they have Anms^Mmgh^ts^Bananas ^ GiachaSjdx.Giambai'^ & above all,there

are fome fruits proper to them of a particular excellency, fuch as in Can'

tone are ^ the Licie ^ (fothe Portnghefs cdWihcm-^huttht Chinefes^ Lici.j

Thcfe on the outfide are ofan Orange colour, and when they are ripe doe

very much beautify the trees they grow on. They are made like chaft-

nuts, in the forme of an heart :when the fhell is pilled of, which is only

contiguous to it, the fruit remaines like a pearl in colour, very plea-

fing to the fight, but more to the tafte.

There is likewife a fruit called Longans^ named by the chinefes^ Lu-

mien, that is, Dragons eye, they are in figure and greatneffe not much un-

like a fraall nut, but the Pulpe is wery little, and different • but between

B 3 ' the
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the {hell and the ftone it is fwect and whokfomc: this fruit is found in

Cantenc and Fokien.

Throughout the kingdome there are red ngges/a name put upon them

by the Portughefes : for in the Chimfe tongue they are called ^»^» ; ) it

is a fruit very different from figges in colour, figure and tafte •, the colour

on the outfide is red, on the infide like gold •, the figure is ofthe bignelle

ofan Orange, bigger or lefTer •, for there is as muchdivcrfitie of them, as

there is among us of figges. The rinde is very thinne, and is of fo extra-

ordinary good tafle, that in my opinion it may be reckoned among the

chiefeft in the world. They have one or two feeds, which are like unto

blanched Almonds : the bed are in the cold Countries. The provinces

Borjau, Xianfiy Xenfi^ ^ndXantum enjoy the beft in quality, and in great

quantity; and dry enough ofthem to fcrve the whole kingdome. When
they are dry, they are better than our dried figges, to which they have

fom^ kind ofrefemblancc.

The province of Hamcheu produceth a particular fruit, which they

call ^mmoi^ asbiggeasa plumbe, round, and in colour and tafte like

unto the beft Mulberries : but the tree is very different.

Peaches there are none, unleffe it be in the Province of Xe^(t, whcvQ

there are fome of a notable blgneffe : fome are red both within and with-

out 5 others of a yellow colour, ofthe fame figure and tafte with ours.

There are Melons every where in great abundance : but the beft are not

to be compared to our good ones ; there are water melons in great plenty

and very good.

Grapes are very rare and fcarce, and grow only in Arbours, andclofe

walkcs, except it be in the Province of Xefjjl, where they are in abun-

dance, and where they alfo dry them in great plenty. They make not their

wine of Grapes, but ofBarly, and in the Northern parts, ofRice -, where

they alfo make it of Apples, but in the Southern parts of Rice only
^ yet

this is not ordinary Rice, but a certaine kind of it proper to them^ which

ferveth only to make this liquor, being ufed in diverfe manners.

Vineger they make of the fame ingredients as theirwine 5 and, in the

Wefternc Provinces, oiMillet 5 which notwithftanding is ftiarp and well

tafted.

The wine ufed by the common people, although it will make them

drunke, is not very ftrong nor lafting, 'tis made at all times ofthey care:

but the beft only in the winter; It hath a colour very plea/ing to the fight;

nor is the fmcU lelTe pleafing to thefent^or the Savour thereof,to the fafte;

take altogether, it is a vehement occafion, that there never want drun-

kards-, but without any muld offtiame 5 for they have not yet placed it in

that confiderat ion. Winter and Summer they drink it warm.

Flowers are in fingular efteeme with thefe people* and they have fome

exceeding beautifull and different from ours-, which Cyct) they doe not

want. They have Clove-gilleflovvres, which have no fmell at all. They
endeavour to have, the ycare throughout, flowers for every feafon in their

gardens, in which they are very curious. They have fome flowres,which

in their duration exceed the ordinary ftile ofnature -, in which they fceme

to be exempt from their common tribute of a fhort life. For when thefe

planes
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plantshaveno moyfture left for the nouriflimcnt oftheir leaves, and ex-

pofed ro the cold, thefe do fall off, then do new flowres fprout againe, &
thofethemoft odoriferous, during the greatcft inclemency ofthefroft

and fnow. Thefe are called Lamui^ more pleafing to the fent than the eye 5

their colour being not unlike that of Bees wax.They have other floweis

like Tillies, c2L\\cdTiaohoa^ which they keep inthehoufe, becaufethat

being carefully taken up with their roots entire and well cleanfedfrom

earth, they live and flouriih in rhe ayre.

Their Garments, asalfo the furniture of their chambers andhoufes,

they make of wooll, Linnen, Silke and Cotton, which they make^reat
life of and weave thereofmany faire and curious ftufifs.

The riches ofthat kingdom is admirable : for befides that the earth is

fo fruitfull in allkinde of fuftenance, and what ever is neceffary for mans
life , as may be perceived by what hath been already faid • they do
vend unto ftrangers the beft and richeft merchandife ofall the Eaft 5 fuch
as are Gold-threed 5 Gold in the leafe and Ingot-, Rubics^Saphires- fmall
Pearle-, Muske-, raw filke ; and wrought filk quick-filver. Copper, tin,
7'ommga^^\\\ch\s2^]dvi& of mettall more fine, and as hardasTinj Ver-
milion, SaIt-nitrc,Brimflone,Sugar,and other things of IclTe importance.
Their guilded workes for houfliold-ftuffe, ornaments and Jewells for

'

women, both fornecelTity and curiofitie, are fufficiently known to the
world ; nor doth all this iflTue out at one port, but by many in a great and
perpetuall commerce. In all this abundant riches of the Country, in-

duflry ofthe inhabitants, Arts and means ofgaining their living to an ex-
ccfTive plenty ,they doe not let pafTe any other thing,that can bring them a-

ny profit; and notwithftanding the fight of fo great afluenceof noble
commodities, they make a profit oftheir Beefe-bones5Hogges-haires-,and
ofthefmallefl: ragge, that is throne into the ffreefes. There raigneth a-

mong them that only pledge & furetie ofthe duration ofEmpires-, that is,

that the publike is rich, and no particulars. They are not To rich there a^

in Burofe ; nor fo many which can properly defervc that name.- nor are the
poor here fo many, nor fo poor •, as thofe there. The people is infinite, nor
can they have a capitall, or flock, fufficient for fo many 5 ormonytofill
fo many purfes.Hence it comes to paflfc, that the partition among them is

fuch, that much comes to few,a mediocrity to not many, and a little to al-

mofl infinite . Their mony is much atone ftay, which may be perceived

by the fame low price ofthings, falary of fervants, pay ofworkmanfhip,
and flipend ofpublick Miniflers.

So that even to this day, at Icafl in diverfe of thefe countries they live,

as they did formerly in Portugall-^ when a Maraved /V, which is worth a
farthing and a half, divided into fix blanes, would buy fix feverall things.

So was it alfo in Cafiile^ not only in ancient times, but even to the raign of
Don fohn the firflrthe records of which are flill prcfervedrbut fuch tem-
perance and plenty long fince are gone out of the world. From hence itis

manifefl, how much that admirable duration ofthe Empire of Chim de-
pendeth on obferving its lawes and ancient cuftomes, without ever, ope^
ningagate (that the great ones might fecme greater, and the fmall one?,
great) to luxurie in apparel; and cxcclTe in diet 5 which are the irreparable

ruine
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ruine ofCommon wealths.

A pound of mutton is worth a penny, a pigeon a farthing and a halfe^

thehireofaman-fervant forayear,two hundred farthings,and his dyt^

and lodging.But there is a great difFc^rence betwixt fome places and o-

thers,thore ofthe South,as they have the advantage in commerce, fo ihey

exceed the reft in money-, and the price of things-, which continually

rifeth,as we find every day by experience: but even there to this day, the

rate is very moderate.

Chap. 2.

Ojthe T^roVmces inparticular^an^jirjl

ofthofe ojthe South.

^
I

^his kingdome is divided into two parts,South and North-, and both

J_ thefefubdivided into fifteen provinces, as is above-faid. To this

Southern part belong nine;which are Cantctte^X^amfi^rmmfn^ Fukien^ Ki-

amfi^SttchuemMH^^^^i^^^^^^^i^^^^^^:)^^ vvil treate ofthefe in this chap-

ter, and ofthe reft in the next. That we may proceede diftiniflly^fpeaking

of them in the fame order that we have named them.

C^»?(7;;ns the firft, and lyeth in that part ofthe South, that is properly

named Quantum It is in the latitude of twenty three degrees, it is large,

rich^and abounding in wheat and rice-, of thefe it propuccth each yeare

two harvefts though for the moft part they are ofa feverall graine.

There is ftore offuger,copper and tin, materials, which they worlce5WTth

great variety, into innumerable forts of veffels; as alfo, workes made

with CW</w,an excellent vernifh, and with guilding, fome whereofare

tranfported into £//rflf^.

Thcjefuits in this province had two refidencies with their Churches

andlioufes, which perifhedby reafon of Severall perfecutions, as you

ftiall find hereafter.

The people are able Mechanicks, and though of fmall invention, vet

they imitate excellently whatfoever they find invented^ To the City

called alfo Cantone(ihoi\g\i the proper name thereof bee G^^wr/'f/////

j

the Fertugeffes go twice every year with their marchandice .It is diflanc

fmm Macao an hundred and five miles : and U.acao is diftant from the

firft lflands,and from the greater Cicyesofthat Empire fifty four: The

circumference thereof is 15 good miles. Theconcourfc of merchants

thither is very great^ and therefore it is more peopled than many of the

other Cityes. The moft and beft comodities of that Kingdomeare

brought thither, becaufe it is the moft open and free feat oftrade in that

nation. And ro fay nothing of the fix neighbouring kingdomes,from

whence all forts of merchandife is brought thither, as well by natives as

ftrangers: only that which the Portugejfes iskc in for /W///, Giappone

and Manila, cometh ore year with another to five thoufand three hun-

dred chcfts offeverall filkc ftuffes-,each chcft.including 100 peiccs ofthe

moft
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moft fubftantial {ilks,as velvet damask and fattiniofthe {lighter ftuffcs ai

halfe-daaiasks, painted and fingle taffiries 2 50 pcices of gold 2200 In-

gots ot 12 ounces weight a peece; of musk, feaven Pick: which is more
then ^$ Arrovas cvtxy Arrova^ti^m^ 25 pound, of <5 ounces to the

pound-, befidesfmall pearle-, fugar; Force Ham diQies-, Chim wood- Rheu-

^<ir^^', and fevera 11 curious guildcd woikes^ and many other things of
lefTeimportance-jit being hard to name them all even in a longer relation.

To this Province belongeth the Ifland of Apan, where pearls are fiHi-

ed in great plenty. It is fuificiently populous, by one city,it hath Several

villages on the North part thereof: toowards the South there ly-

cth a barbarous people, which admit the Chwefes only to trafficke and
^commerce,without fubmitting to their dominion. It produceth that

precious wood of tAquiU and that fvveet wood, which the Portngefes

call rofe-wood, and the natives, Hoalim-^ and other things of lefTc im-
portance.

On the North fide of Cantom the Prov ince oiQ/iamft extendeth it felfc

to the latitude of 2 5 degrees .- it en/oyes the fame climate without any
confiderable difference

; ffo that it hath nothing particular,which is no-
table- ) and is counted the fccond Province,

Tunnamh the third 5 and lycth in the latitude of24 degrees, and is the

furtheft diftant ofany from the Centre of C^/;24;itis a great countrie,

but hath litdemerchandife, I know not any thing is brought from thence,

unlcfle it bee that matter, whereof they make the beads for chapplets,

which in P(?r/«^4// they call Alambras-^'znd in CapHe, Ambares; and arc

like Amber, they are counted good againft the cararre-,it is digged out of
mines, and fometimes in great peices : it is redder than our Amber, but

not fo cleane. In this province is violated that cuftome ofthe Kingdome
that women do not goto the market to buy or fell, asinothcrcoun*

tries of the world, ;

On the other fide o^Cantone is the fourth Province called Fftkietty or by
another name Chincheo^ in the latitude of25 degrees : it is for the greatcft

part Mountanous. and therefore not fo well inhabited. Contrary to the

lawes of the Kingdom,the Natives ofthis Province do go into the coun-

tries of the neighbouring ftrangers,which are upon the fea-coaftsJt yecl-

deth gold, good fugar in great quantitie,good Canvas-cloath-, for other

Hnncn there is none in C^/>4. There is made excellent paper of diverfe

kindeSjWhich for plenty,goodnefIe, and cheapnelTe, is very remarkable.

They make ufe of printing no lefie conveniently , and (as it appear-

eth) more anciently, than in Europe^ although not in the very fame man-
nenfor here,afcer the printing ofeach (heet, the letters are taken afunder /

there they carve what they would print upon boards or place, fo that the

bookes are ft ill preferved entire in their work-houfes-, and therefore as of-

ten as there is occafion,they can reprint any book , without the expence

ofnew fctting the letters. This country is fcituated upon the Sea-fide,

and is another eminent port,from whence arc ilTued out of that Kingdom,
infinite Merchandife, which are carried by the people of this country,

that are induftrious,and brought up to it,to MamlajGiappomj^nd particu-

larly tothMmdFormofajwhkh is even in the fight ofthe land^for with a

C good
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a good wind it is not above 24 houres voyage thither) where they trade

with the JJellanders,

There are two houfes and Churches there belonging to our company;

under whofe Government and dircdion are a grcar number of very good

Chriftians •, who have about ten Churches belonging to them, the which

are vifited by us very diligently at fet times. Two of their chiefe Chur-

ches are in the City of -Fw/^^r^which is their Metropolis : another in the

City ofCieumchu, the left in other Cities. There are (befidcsj many par-

jcicular Oratories.
, ^ 1

• • ^" Theiflan4/^r^/i^ lyeth in the Latitude of 22 degrees, it is fituated

between the KingdomesofC^/;^4 and Guffone : before you come thither

you muft paflfe by a great number of Illands named Ltqueu : the length of

this Ifland isjjp miles , the bread th 75 •

^

The Hollanders have there a fort placed in a fandy vale, under which

lyeth the Port, which is encompalTed with bankes offand,and ifit were

not diftinguiflied and fecured by certainc pofts fet up in the water, the en-

france would be very difficult even to thofe ofthe Countrie. On the o-

ther fide ofthe Ifland toward the Eaft, the Sfanyards have a fore, diftanc

fram that ofthe Hollanders 90 miles by fea,and by land 45,35 is reported.

The foyle ofthe Ifland is fo fruitfull, that it produceth grarfe nine or tea

palmes high (a palme is nine inches, Englifli mcafure; where the HoUait^

ders feed their cattell. Thereis fo great abundance of Stagges, thatjt

feemeth incredible to him that hath not feen it .fatlier tAlhertus Micefchi^

(who lived there in the condition ofa flavej relatcth, that, riding to the

next woods with leave from the Governour, to gather fomc mcdicinall

hearbes, he faw by the way fo great a multitude of Stagges, that he judg-

ed them to be the herds belonging to the people oftheCountry,difperfed

up and downe the fields, till coming nccrcr he found with his eyes the

contrary. There are alfo many ofthofe ^ntmds called Alces or ElkeSy

the which, I did hitherto belceve, were only to be found in Lituanh and

the adjacent Countries. There are alfo many other x^nirnds wholly

differing from ours, and altogether ftrange to us. It js the likeft Country

to EurOfe ofall India.-It enjoyeth an healthfull ayre, and coldJike our§. It

produceth fome fpices, but not in great plenty •, as Pepper in the woods,

and Cynamon on themountaines,& Camphire trees ofa notable bigncfle,

China roots, 2,x\dSalfafarigliaj^ in great quantitie. There are alfo gold

mines, but the Hollanders have not yet open'dthem.

The people of the Countrie weare no manner ofcloathes , neverthe-

leffe both men and women doe cover that,which in all the India s ufeth to

be hidden from fightjby the inflind of nature. They dwell in round hou -

fesmade with BulruQiesoffeverall colours, beautifuU to behold a farre

off. Their ordinary food is Stagges flcfh as fatasporke-, and Rice; of

- which alfo they make very flrong wine," Many of them dog turne Pro* •

teftants by the perfwafion ofthe Holland Minifters,andjive vcrteoufly.

They arc tall and adlive of body, fo fleet in running that they are able to

fingleout, and run downea Staggc in their hunting. Tlicir Lords doc

weare a Crowne of dead mens skulls, ffitched together and embellifhed

with fiike : and thefe are the heads oftheir enemies killed by themfelves.

Their
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Their King wearcth two wings of various feathers upon his head : others
crownethemfelves with apples ofgold, others make themfelvcsjiorn^s

ofacertaineftraw, made up with ^5///^/^'^ haire . They gird themfclvcs

alfo about with a girdle ofyoung Buh'ufl-iescurioully woven. Thipitar-
ry hanging at their breafttwo Tortoifes anda woodden maJlet, which
fcrvethem inftead otadrum. There is likewife another Ifland neere to

ir, inhabited by fierce favage people^ who kill, whofoever goeth thither^

rhe above-named father Micefchi favv one of them taken by the Hol-
landers, who was fifteen palmes high, as it feemed to him.
The fift place we will give to the Province of AV^;»/?,which is contigu-

ous to that of C4;?/f>;?^ toward the North, in the latitude of2^ degrees.
It rakes its beginning fiom a great ridge ofmountaines,which reare thcm-
fclves upon the confines of C4»?tf;?f, fromthefe Mountaines ttvo Rivers
have their original!-,one',which runneth toward the South,and is prefently

navigable-, the other towards the North-, which after it hath watreda
good part ofthis Province receiveth into his channell another large Ri-
ver ofthe Province of Huqaam^ and then runneth forward v^ith the name
ofthe famous Nad'im, Theskirtsofthefe Mountaines arc confiderable

for the good Cities that are fcituated thereon-, very convenient for the

paffage ofttavailers,and for the conduct ofMerchandifc -, which for the

moff part pafleth upon the backs of menandboyes, according to the a-

bilitics of each, learning this trade from their youth, which is the moft

ufuall imployment of that Countries The voyage is but of one whole
day, and it is very much to fee what pafTcth by in it. For there being no
other bridge -, and thefe Rivers being the moft frequented pafles of all

China^Ws almofl incredible, how great a concourfe of people there is, and

what amuhitude of commodities, which goe and come without inter-

miifion. The Merchandife is all put in one ftore-houfe, and is received

by weight into another with fo much fidclitie, that it is not neceffary the

owner ihould beprefent,becaufe upon all accidents the Hoftes are bound
to make good whatfoever is wanting.They are obliged alfoto give to eve-

ry gueft of qualitie, or Merchant two banquets, or one at leaft, as alfo to

their fervants ; and if they be not fatisfied therewith, they tell them of it,

expoftulate, and threaten not to frequent any more their Inne, there not

wanting many others.

By this Government they make their covetousHoffes very fumptuous

and bountiful!. The Hoffes'are alfo obliged, as foone, as their guefts are

embarqucd, (for ifthey goe by land this priviledge ceafcth) to (end them

aprefent of two things, or of one at leaft, as fruit, two fifhes, a little

flclh, a coupk of pullets-, and this without paying, cither at your entrance,

abode, or departure -, for there is nothing to be payd, cither for the lodg-

ing or bedfteadJ fay bedftead,becaufetheHofte allowes you no bed but

every one carrieth one with him at his backe,when he hath no other con-

venience -, but they are not fo big as our beds, but much lighter. The pro-

fit of the Hofte confifteth in fo much percent,which is payd them by the

Boateman for fuch perfons, or goods as are carried by water 5 and by the

poiters for fuch as paffe by land-, and as the concourfe is great, the profit

cannot be little. Every thing pafTeth through the hands of Infurers, fo

C 2 that
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that if any thing be wanting, they fupply it and make it up.

^IniteCuftome-houfefforthereisavery famous one liere) there is not

To much honour done the Merchant, but more favour. There is no houfe

whfiitthe Merchandife is depofited, weighed or vifited-, neither is it ta-

ken out ofthe barke-, but only a moderate rate is payed for itbythecye,

and according to the Merchants booke of accounts. If the paffcnger be

no Merchant, although he goe alone in a Barkc with his fervants, and car-

ry five or fix chefts, and fcverall other things, which are ufualiy tranfpor*

ttdi from one Country to anotherjthey are not fearchcd nor opened, nei-

ther doe they pay any cuftome. A good example for the Cuftome and

Gabell'houfes of H//ropf , where a poore traveller is fobeaRly and bar-

baroufly, robbed and fpoiled; when' all he carrieth with him is not

worth fo much as they aske him for cuftome

.

For ftrangers fhips,\vhich come into the Port o^Ma^ao^ as foone as any

arriveth, they unlade their Mcrchandife as they pleafe, without any hin-

derance • and when the cuftomers come, they pay them according to the

content ofthe veffel, without making any enquiry into the qualitie of the

But to returne to the Province oiKiamfi^ fof which we were difcour-

fing-,) ic particularly aboundeth in Rice and fifii, but moft of all in people.

So that the Chimfjes call them Laochu, that is to fay, Rats. Whereof, we
havearefemblancein Vorttigdl^ in the Country thatlyeth between the

Rivers T>utrQ and Uigno • which,where it confineth upon Gullitia hath fo

great multitude of people, that it is therefore called by the fame name •

although learned men doc derive it from Rates, an ancient part of that

Country.

Now this people running over the whole kingdom, like fwarmes of

Bees, do fill it withfeverall Trades whcrcunto they apply them felves,

andforthegreateftparttncy leada mifcrable life, and are therefore fo

penurious, niggardly, and drie in their prefentSjthat they pafie, in ridicu-

lous proverbs, through the reft ofthe Provinces,

It is famous for Sturgeon, which it hath of very great bignefle-, and

more for the Porcellane difties (indeed the only work in the world ofthis

kinde) which are made only in one of its Townes : So that all that is ufed

jntheKingdomjand difperfed through the whole world, arc brought

from this place .-although the earth, whereof they are made commeth
fromandther place; but there only is the water, wherewith precifely

they are to be wrought to come to their perfedion, for if they be

wrought with other water the worke will not have fo much glofte and

luftre. In this worke there are not thofe my fteries that are reported ofic

here, neither in the matter, the form, nor the manner of working5 they

are made abfolutely of earth, but ofa neateand excellent quality. They

are made in thefame time, and the fame manner, as our earthen veftcls-

only they make them with more diligence and accurateneffe. The Blew,

wherewith they paint the Porcellane^ \s Anill^ whereof they have abun-

dance, fome do paint them with Vermiliony and (for the King J with

yellow.

This Province, and that oS-OnmheQ and C4;i/^;;«, which border one

upon
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uponcinother, dounire,as itwere,inan angle^, with many Mountaines
between them : In the middle of which Mountaines there is a fmall

Kingdome, which hath a particular King of its own without any Tub-

jedion to the Chwejfes-^ from whom he doth defend himfelfe,ifthey pre-

tend to a0ault him-, nor is the defence difficult, there being but one en-

trance into that kingdorae. They admit of the Chimffe- Phyfttians in their

infirmitics^butnocoftheir learned men into the adminiftration of their

government. Ifthey have an ill Harveft,and that there is like to be a fcar-

fity they go out, and rob in a millitary order, to the found of the drum.

So in the year 1632 they gave no fmall trouble to this province of i<:z-

mfi.
The laft account fliall be concerning the Chriftianify there, which

hath profpered very well, being alfo beneficed with.two Churches
and houfes which we have in that Province, the one in the City of Nan-
ftojwhich is the Metropolis-, The other in the City of Nauhhim,

The fix:Province is called Smhmn^ in the fame paralcl with that of /<'/-

amf^znd in the faraelntitudeof29 degrees, nor hath it any thing in parti-

cular differing from the former, worthy the relation.

The Province of Buquam is the feventh in Scituation, it lyeth more to

the North, in the heighth of 3 1 degrees, it exceeds the whole Kingdom
for the abundance of Rice. The chimjfes fay, that that whole Kingdom
is able to give but a breakfafi: in refpe(5l o^Bnquam, which provideth for

the whole yeare* It hath (lore of oyle, and no leffe Fifli, by reafon of
the rivers,which it enjoyeth, and the lakes, which fcem rather Seas. In

the Metropolis ofthis Province there was a Refidencie begun at the rime

of my arrival.

The province ofc^X'/^Jw, which is the eighth,Iyeth in the Latitude of

30 degrees : it is for the moft part fcituaced by the Sea.{idc,fertile, plain,

and almoft all divided by feverali rivers, fome whereofrun through their

Cities and Townes. In riches it exceeds many ofthe Provinces,as being,

the Fountain, from whence the bed Commodities of that Monarchic

doe flow : it is fingular in filke, which it diftributeth through every parr,

whether it be raw, or wrought; in Balls or in Stuffe. All that goeth out of

the Kingdome any way, comcth from this Province: though all Chma
hath the benefit of the Silk- worme,yet all the reft would not ferve them,

to make them Scarfes*. the name ofthe Metropolis is Hamcheu. Here we
havetwo houfes, which upon certain good confiderations are redixed

to one-, where there is cultivated a copious and good Chriftianity,

and alfo much honoured, by reafon ofthc number of people of quality

that are in it,

Finally.this Province is famous for many things, but particularly for

three. The firft is a lake called Sihu^ which is one of the rarcfl in the

woild. ItisincircuiteThirty Z/V, which are fix miles.- itisfet about

with excellent Palaces, and thefc environed by pleafant Mountaines

cloathed with graffe, plants, and trees : the water is alwayes running, for

there comming in a current at one fide, & ifTuing out at the other-,it is

fo cleere, that it inviteth one to behold it with great delight, the fraallefl

fand, that lyeth at the bottome, being to be difcovered. There arc cer-

C 3
taine
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taine waves paved with ftone,that do crofTe over it, offering paffnge to

thofethat travell over it, either upon their occafions or curiofitie : there

ftandreadyfmallBaikesofa confidcrable burden which are made for

recreation and banquets .,
the kit chin is in the ftfcrage, or the forccaftle,

and the middle fpace ferveth for a hall. Above higher, there is a place for

the women, covered with lattices, thatthey might nor be feen. Thefe

Barkes are painted and guilded after a curious and various manner.and are

provided in great abundance with all things neceffary for the navigation

which is (hort and free from wracks of water, but not fo well from thofe

ofwine •, there happening many.- as alfo ihipwrackes ofeftates very often-,

there being fcarce any in the whole kingdome that hath any thing, that

doth not come to fpend in thefe delights, either part or the whole 5 and

fometimcs more than his whole ftock is worth.

The fecond is, the excellency ofthe {ilkc,as well for the plenty above-

faid as for the curiofitie of the Art, with which a good part of it is

wroughtjCnf'rayling it with precious and beautifull workes of- gold. This

is only ^fter their manner and gufto 5 and is not fcnt out of the kingdome,

but as a finf^ular worke is referved for the Kings Palaces, who every yeare

buyeth up all that is made of this fort.

The third is, the worlhipping of their Idols; in which is particularly

to be perceived whence the fabrick of their Temples proceeds, which arc

without doubt very famous.

The lafl of thefe nine Southerly Provinces is iV4;?^/w, fcituated in 3 s

degrees of latitude, and is one of the beft Provinces of the kingdome, and

the perfection ofthe whole realm. It fendeth abroade its commodities,

or workes of importance, to no part •, as ifthey were unworthy, to parti-

cipate of its perfedion ; which is mofl rare in all fort of varietie, and fo

much exceeding all the reft, that every one, to fell his commodities the

better, pretendeth, that they are of Nankim^ and fo pafleth them off^ at a

greater price.

That part which is towards the Weftjis the moft rich, and makethfo

much Cot ton- wool, that thofe ofthe Country affirme, that there is only

in the townc of Xamchi and the precind thereof, which is large, 200000

Loomes for thisftuffc •, fothat from that place only the King draweth

1 50000 crownes yearly.

fnbnehoufe there ufeth to be many of them for they are narrow, as

the ftuffe is. Almoft all the women are employed in this work.

The Court did refide in this Province for a long time ^ and even to this

day all the Courts of jufticc and priviledges thereof are conferved in the

City o^Nankim, whofe right mmeisUmthiefifU'^ anditfecmeth tome

to be the beft and greateft City of the whole Kingdome, both for the

form of the building, the largeneffe ofthe ftreets, the manners and deal-

ing ofthe people, and for the plentie and excellency ofall things.

It hath admirable places of recreation, and is fo populous through its

confines, that the villages fucceed one another, in a manner, from three

miles to three miles • although at this day, by reafon it wants the prefence

ofthe King it is, in its felfe leffe populous t, neverthelelTc in diverfe parts

thereof it is yet troublefomc to walkc the ftreets for the crowde ofpeople

that
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that one meereth. Befidc?, the many Palaces, Temples, Towers, and

Bridges doe render it very confiderable. In the wall thereof there are

twelve gates, barr'd with Iron, and guarded with Artillery : a good way
wichout runneth another wall with no fmallruines. The circuit thereof

(fori was <lefirous to know the meafure of itj istvvodaies journey on

horfe-back; That ofthe inner wall is eighteen miles 5 both the one and

die other have within them many populations, gardens, and fields which

arc tilled, the bread whereof ufeth to be applied to the ufc ofthe foul-

diery within the City, to the number of fourty thoufand.

In one part thereofthere is caft up an arcificiall Mount,on the top where-

ofthere is feen a wooden fpheare, not armed, although the circles thereof

are placed at the latitude of the fame City, which is 32 degrees- afmall

latitude inrefped of the great colds, but a very large one, for the great

heate which it fufferethiThe fpheare is in circumference ofa notable big-

neffe, and is a very com pleat piece of work.

It hath moreover a Tower divided into feaven ftories of fingular beau-

ty for the workemanfliip thereof, it being full of figures, and wrought like

Fercdlane : an edifice, which might be ranked among the moft famous

ofancient Mome. The river cometh to kilfe the feet of this City, and

fendeth up fome armes of it felfe into it. The name ofthe river is famhtt-

kiamy that is to fay ,the Sonne ofthe fea 5 nor vainly is it fo called, it being

the moft aboundant in water, ofany that is knowne in the world. There

is alfo great plenty of fifli.

We have foure Churches in this Province, the firfl in Nankim, with a

houfcof y/?/«/>fj, and is of a very ancient, and exercifed, Chriftianity:

having fuffered foure perfecutions, and come of from each ofthem with

more vigour. The fecond, in the Towne of Xnmhai^ with a great number

of beleevers. The third in the City of Xamkiam. The fourth in the

Towne of Kiatim : befide thefe Churches there are many Oratories.

And fo much (liall fufUce concerning the nine Southern Provinces,

Chap. 3^

Of the 3\(orthern ^royinces.

CIx are the Provinces, which are called Northern, and their names are

^Homm.Xemfi^Kimft^Xanttim^Pekim.imd. Leaotum. The firft lyethin

the latitudeof 3 5 degrees, as centre ofthe Kingdome5and produceth moft

gallant frujts, as well thofe that are proper to the Countrie, as ours in Ett.

rope , nor is the cheapnefTe of them lefle : I bought for a farthing and a

halfe 88 Apricocks^ it hath nothing elfe notable, except a Son of the

Kings called Fovamj the laft ofthofe which came out ofthe Palace. He
liveth with fo great fplendour and authoritie ofa King, that to be fuch, he

only wanteth the name and jurifdidion. In Caiftmj the Metropolis there-

of, we have had onely for thefe few yeares, a Church and houfe^ but a

good plenty ofChriftians.

The fecond is Xcmft ., it lyeth in 3 ^ degrees, and more, to the Weft .•

it
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it is very largc,but dry for want of water.as alfo are the three neighbouring

Provinces: notwirhftanding it doth abound in Wheate, Barly and Maize^

ot Rice they have but little. All v^rinrer long they give wheat to their

BeaftSi which are many; particularly their Hiecp, which they Iheare three

times a year-, once in the Spring, another time in the Summer,a third in the

Autumc-,but thefirfttimeoffhearingyeeldeththebeft wool.

From hence cometh all the wooll, ot which are made the felts and o-

ther things ufedjcither in this Province or elfwhere. TheymaVe there of

no fort ofcloath, not ufing to fpin wool, but only Goats-hair^ofwhich

they weave certain StufFcs for the hanging of their roomcsjin fo great

perfcdion that the moft ordinary are better than ours ,and the Beft are e-

fteemcd more precious thanfilk. They make likewifeof Goats-hairca

very fine Felt, which they callTum^znd is made ufe of for garments ; But

this is not made of every fort of Goats-hair, but of a very fine haire

which lycth under the firft. They pull it out with great care,and make it

up in certain balsofthe bignclle ofan ordinary loafejand then put it out to

be wrought with (i- gular skill.

Musk is proper to this Province- and becaufe it is inqueflion, after

what manner this excellent perfume is made; I will give you account of

it according to the moft diligent enquir y I have made concerning it. It is

the Navel ofan Animal about the bigneffe of a fraall Stagge^whofe fle/h

is very good meate^ and only that part is taken containing that preci ous

matter : but all thofc Cods, which are brought hither to us, are not true

and perfeia Navellsj for the Chinejfes have learnt to falfifie them, by

fluffing fome peices of the skin ofthat Animall with musk,that is vitia-

ted, and mingled, with fome other things.

Here is alfo Gold found,but not in Minesffor though there be Mines

both of Gold and Silver, the King doth not fuffcr them, to be opened

>

but out of Rivers and Eddies : and although it be found only in fmal pei-

ces and graines, yet being put together, it amounts to a great quantity,

there being Infinite people both young and old , which go in fearch

ofit.

There is Rubarhe and Profumo , which are not found in any other part;

for that which cometh from JP^r/Jrf doth not fecm to be naturall, to that

place-, for, of as many as have travelled through that countrie, there is

not any that gives an account to have feen there that healthfull plant. It

is fomething tall,with leaves bigger than Cole-worts : it doth not grow
wilde, as fome have imagined, but is Cultivated in gardens with a great

deale ofcare.

In this Province is opened the third Gate,the which^as I fayd above, is

a feare ofmuch Merchandife; for it hath two Cities in the borders there-

o^^Gaacheu and Sucheu toward the Weft, (as Machao is in the Province of

C^?;?/^;?^ toward the Southj from whence come numerous Caravans of
above a thoufand in company, offeva'all Nations and Provinces, but for

the moft part Moores,Thus far came Brother BencdiB- Gees to feck for the

Kingdom ofC4;%4(which is no other than China, it fci/c^ whofc voyage
we will here breefly relate.

He departed in lent, the year 1603 for to find out the truth of what

was




