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Preface

Ancient mural, which refers to ancient paintings on walls or grounds, is found both in residential remains as well as
burials. It is distinguished from the pictorial stones, impressed bricks and brick carvings which have similar motifs and

functions. The natures of ancient murals are relevant to the sacrifices, rites and etiquettes and beliefs of ancient societies.

Murals had long-lasting history in China, their rich and diversified contents are invaluable visual materials for the
researches on ancient societies. The archaeological data showed that black floor paintings were found in the house
foundations of Dadiwan Site of late Yangshao Age in Qin'an County, Gansu Province. In the remains of the “Goddess
Temple” of Hongshan Culture in Niuheliang Site, Liaoning Province, fragments of multicolored mural were recovered.
From some tombs of the Western Zhou Dynasty and Eastern Zhou Period in Shaanxi, Henan and Hubei Provinces, traces
of patterns like murals were also seen. The historic literatures recorded that in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, murals were
painted on the walls of palaces, temples and Mingtang (Hall of Enlightenment, the location for important ceremonies) for
advocating ritual systems.

Most of the murals discovered to date are painted in the Qin and Han Dynasties and the following periods. Since the
1920s, especially since 1949, large quantities of murals have been recovered along with the development of archaeological
work. Of these important artworks, most were unearthed from burials and some from remains of palaces and temples
(including pagoda foundations). The researches on the murals are not limited to the functions of the murals but expanded to
the politics, economy, production, lifestyles, beliefs and customs, ritual systems and art developments, and so on.

In 1980s, the Vol. 12 of Painting Portion (Tomb Murals) of Zhongguo Meishu Quanji (Treasury of Chinese Fine Arts)
edited by Professor Su Bai collected the important tomb murals discovered at that time. As time goes by, many new
discoveries of murals raised the demand of compiling a complete collection of unearthed murals for the researchers and
aficionados to study, appreciate and collect. It will be a very meaningtul event.

All of the murals collected in this book are the ones unearthed archaeologically, the dates of which are from that of the
Xianyang Palace of the Qin Dynasty, through the Han Dynasty, Three-Kingdoms Period and the Southern and Northern
Dynasties, the Sui, Tang, Five-Dynasties, to the Song, Liao, Jin and Yuan Dynasties. Our original plan was that the latest
cases were limited to the Yuan Dynasty, but when we were reviewing the materials, we found some wonderful pieces of
the Ming even Qing Dynasties which are not suitable to exclude and therefore we kept them. Because of this, the temporal
scope of our collection was as long as 2200 years, even by our original plan, it was also as long as 1700 years, from 3rd
century BCE to 14th century CE. The mural art in the Qin and Han Dynasties had been in a very mature stage, there must
have been an emerging and developing period before, but we have very scarce understanding to it for the reasons on the
preservation and our work.

In total, there have been about 577 burials and sites yielding murals excavated archaeologically to date in China. The
province-level administrative regions with the densest distribution of unearthed murals are Hebei, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia,
Shandong, Henan and Shaanxi; the ones following them are Liaoning, Jilin, Gansu, Ningxia, Xinjiang and Beljing. Some
cases are also found in Heilongjiang, Sichuan, Fujian, Jiangsu, Anhui, Jiangxi, Hunan, Hubei, Tibet, Yunnan, Zhejiang,
Chongging and Guangdong; at present, no reports about murals unearthed in Tianjin, Shanghai, Guangxi, Guizhou,
Qinghai, Hainan, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau have been seen yet. Murals are found archaeologically in as many as
25 province-level administrative regions, but most of them are found in the North, especially Shaanxi and Henan; this
distribution feature would be related to the historic background and natural environment. Some mural materials which
have been discovered recently and not published yet are also collected in this book; the closing date of the materials 1s the

end of 2009, the murals found later than which are not collected. 364 sites and burials bearing murals are selected into this



book, including 337 burials and 27 ardlitectural remains, taking three fifth of all of those yielding murals. The main reason
for excluding the other two fifth is that the murals of those sites or burials were severely smeared or damaged; meanwhile,
some mural replicas are also collected in this book for keeping a comprehensive collection. The whole book collects 2153
items 1n sum.

The murals collected in this book are categorized by province-level administrative regions; the first Volume has the

preface, the map of the distribution of the mural sites and the full list of the sites with murals and the dates of the murals.

Each volume has the general introduction and notes on the use of the book at the beginning and the murals included

are arranged by period in temporal sequence; in the same period, the murals with exact dates are arranged before those

without exact dates. Each image has the title, date, unearthing date, size, original location and present location, as well as

orientation and position in the tomb or site and a concise description for the viewer to have a comprehensive understanding.

We have planned to arrange all of the murals by period, and in each period by date; however, considering the unified
format of A Treasury of Unearthed Cultural Relics of China, we at last decided to apply the first format which arranges the
items by administrative region first. Based on the quantities and qualities of the murals unearthed from the province-level
administrative regions, this book is edited as ten volumes: two volumes are for Shaanxi Province, where the most murals

have been unearthed: one volume is for each of Hebei, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia, Shandong and Henan; one volume is for

Liaoning, Jilin and Heilongjiang Provinces; one is for Gansu, Ningxia and Xinjiang; one volume is edited for the eleven
province-level administrative regions, which are Beijing, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Fujian, Jiangxi, Hubei, Guangdong, Chongqing,
Sichuan, Yunnan and Tibet. Recently, murals are unearthed in Anhui and Hunan Provinces, but these discoveries are too late
to collect into this book.

Categorized by period, 73 sites and burials of the Qin and Han Dynasties (221 BCE - 220 CE) with murals are discovered

to date. In this book, 45 of them are collected, including 44 tomb murals and one architectural mural from Xianyang Palace

of the Qin Dynasty. The tomb murals of this period are mainly unearthed in the north, such as Henan, Shaanxi, Liaoning,
Inner Mongolia, Shanxi, Shandong, Hebei1 and Gansu; Xi'an and Luoyang are two centers where tomb murals of this period
are distributed the most densely; in Sichuan, Jiangsu and Guangdong, murals of this period are also found. The carliest
ones of them are that in Liang Prince's tomb at Shiyuan in Yongcheng County, Henan Province (136-118 BCE) and that
in Nanyue King's Tomb at Xianggang Hill in Guangzhou (112 BCE). The highest-ranked occupants of these mural tombs
were feudatory princes, but most of them were middle-ranked officials and local rich and powerful people. 128 sites and
burials of the Three-Kingdoms to the Southern and Northern Dynasties Periods bearing murals have been found to date,
69 of which are selected in this book, including 65 burials and four architectural remains. The mural tombs of this period
are mainly distributed in the north, such as Hebei, Shanxi, Henan, Shandong, Gansu, Liaoning and Jilin; the only case 1n

the south was one in Yunan Province. The remains of architectural murals of this period are mainly found in Xinjiang.

During this period, the occupants of the mural tombs were nfainly imperial family members and high-ranked officials and
aristocrats, and the using of murals formed a relatively firmed system. 96 sites and burials of the Sui, Tang and the Five-
Dynasties Period (581-960 CE) bearing murals have been found to date, 67 of which are selected in this book, including 65
burials and two architectural remains. The tomb murals are mainly distributed in the north, such as Shaanxi, Henan, Shanxi,
Ningxia, Xinjiang, Hebei, Jilin, Heilongjiang and so on; the architectural murals, most of which are that of Buddhist
temples, are mainly distributed in Xinjiang. The mural tombs of the Tang Dynasty are mainly concentrated in the greater
Xi'an area, the occupants of which were still mainly the imperial family members and high-ranked officials and aristocrats
like those of the Northern Dynasties, so as the mural tombs of this period found in other regions. 280 sites and burials of
the Song, Liao, Jin and Yuan Dynasties (907-1368 CE) bearing murals have been found to date, 183 of which are selected
in this book, including 163 burials and 20 architectural remains. The tomb murals are mainly distributed in Hebei, Inner

Mongolia, Shanxi, Shandong, Henan, Liaoning, Shaanxi, Beijing and so on; the architectural murals are mainly found in



Hebei, Shanxi and Tibet. In the Song Dynasty, the statuses of the occupants of the mural tombs were somewhat different

from that of the Tang Dynasty; most of them were rich landlords and merchants. The occupants of the mural tombs of

the Liao, Jin and Yuan Dynasties were mostly the imperial family members and the officials and local rich and powerful

people. Along with the development of the societies, the themes and contents of the murals were also developing and
changing, forming a colorful and diversified cultural treasury ot our country.

With the discoveries of the ancient murals, the research works on them are also developed gradually. Especially in
the recent two decades, the publishing of excavation reports, monographs and large amounts of theses reflected the
wonderful achievements of ancient mural researches. From now on, the editing and publishing of primary materials

and the in-depth explorations to the origins and developing routes of murals in China will be strengthened; based on the

research results on the themes, layouts, regionalization and periodization of the ancient murals, the social production,
lifestyle, political systems, art (techniques), religious beliefs and so on are going to be studied from multiple aspects.
Utilizing these pictorial materials, the researches on the social history will be enriched. Meanwhile, effective methods
will be applied on the long-lasting preservation and protection of these ancient murals.

With efforts of almost four years, our work is going to be presented to our readers. We deeply appreciate the
supports of the leaders of the administrations and institutions of the relevant province-level administrative regions, the
instructions of the advisors of our book and the hard and unselfish work of the leaders and editors of Science Press.
To fulfill the job of compiling such a huge collection, the teamwork of the editing board of the entire work and the
sub-boards of the volumes, as well as the colleagues in charge of the introduction and caption writing, the artworks
photographing and tracing, the map making and English translating, and so on. The compiling of every volume has
experienced several times of reviewing, modifying, examining and verifying. Hereby, please allow us to pay our
admiration and gratitude to all of the colleagues and friends who have given us help on this book. Limited by our

knowledge, we may have errors and flaws in our work and we hope our readers to give us critiques and corrections.

Xu Guangj1
Nov. 2010
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